CHAPTER   XII
PARIS COULD HAVE BEEN DEFENDED
DURING that last week-end it was announced
that Paris had been placed in a state of defence.
What that meant it was difficult to know. If the
French authorities had really intended to defend Paris
they should have appealed to the citizens to aid in the
defence of their capital, helping the soldiers to build
barricades along every street. Volunteer corps should
have been formed and strong defensive positions chosen
in the capital, with stores of food and ammunition
ready, so that they could hold out even if surrounded.
With such an appeal, and with good use made of the
wireless, the face of the capital would have been changed.
Instead of wandering about like frightened sheep wonder-
ing how they were to get away, citizens would have
been busy with the defence of Paris. The main strong-
hold would have been, as it has been in the past, the
steep hill of Montmartre. Anti-aircraft guns could
have been taken up to the top to keep off the low-
flying 'planes, and the streets leading up the hill could
have been barricaded. Out-posts could have been
posted on the Arc de Triompfae, the Chateau of Vwr
cenaes, in the region of the Observatory at Montparaasse
and at other commanding positions, There was akeady
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